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drew alone into the woods, every day, that he might,
with less interruption and for a longer time, devote
himself to prayer.

Finally, it seems to me that it is this good Gospel
seed, the very best, which yields not only 60 but
100-fold; since on St. Joseph’s day of last year we
had only him with his family, of those baptized, who
made a profession of Christianity; one year after-
wards, on the same day, there were nearly a hundred
in the country making the same profession, to whose
conversion he had contributed not a little.

I shall not dwell further in this Chapter, nor in
the following ones, upon many other details of the
events which have taken place,—especially upon the
Baptisms of children and of sick adults,—both to
avoid prolixity, and not to weary those who may cast
their eyes over this Narrative. For although in sev-
eral there are many important features, which are
notable achievements of the goodness, justice, and
Providence of God toward his Creatures, yet some of
these things are like works of [59] painting or of
sculpture, which, if the lines are subtle and delicate,
cannot be seen satisfactorily from a distance, how-
ever excellent they may be, and require persons who
are not far away, that they may see them close at
hand and judge their merits. These cases, then,
will be reserved for the entertainment of the saintly
Souls in the blessed sojourn of Eternity,— who,
meanwhile, will still aid us, if they please, in thank-
ing the divine Majesty for special and hidden favors,
as well as for manifest and general ones.

I would be wholly wrong if I were to close this
Chapter before enumerating another cause for the



